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DISCOURSE BY ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE. 


Tue following discourse was delivered by Elder Charles W. Penrose in 
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Utah, Sunday, June 25, 1893: 

I am pleased to see so many people gathered’ in this house to-day to 
worship the Lord our God. While many are seeking pleasure in different 
directions, it is gratifying to think that so many of the Saints have regard 
for the day which has been set apart for rest and for the worship of God, 
and are gathered in this Tabernacle to partake of the Sacrament, and to 
manifest their faith in the Gospel by their presence and their veneration 
of this day, which has been held sacred by the worshippers of the true 
and living God for many hundreds of years. It may be said, however, 
that for several centuries the seventh day was regarded as the Sabbath. 
This is the first day of the week. Ido not know that it matters so much 
which day is observed so that we keep a sabbath—one day out of seven— 
as a day of rest and of worship. That is the spirit of the matter, and it 
is the spirit that “giveth life;” the letter, we are told, “killeth.” 

I had no expectation whatever of addressing you; in fact, I had in- 
vited some others to speak to you this afternoon; but I received a request 
from those whom we all respect that I should address the congregation. 
I have no subject prepared, have nothing outlined in my mind to speak 
to you about; but, responding to this request, I ask you to help me by 
your attention and your faith and prayers, that I may be inspired by the 
Holy Spirit to bring forth something which will be profitable for us to 
reflect upon. AsI said to you just now, the Spirit is the life. Itis the 
Spirit that gives life to all animated things. Without it there would be 
no life. And it is the same in natural things as it is in spiritual things. 
We need the Holy Spirit this afternoon to quicken our understandings, 
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and to enable us to comprehend the things of God. No man knoweth 
them, we are told in the Scriptures, but the Spirit of God, and that Spirit 
“gearcheth all things, yea the deep things of God.” It is the Spirit which 
enlightens as well as gives life, and we need it this afternoon in our wor- 
ship, because we are told that “God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” 

As to the day, however, when the people should assemble specially to 
worship God, we Latter-day Saints are not left in any doubt. God has 
revealed to us, in the age in which we live, that the first day of the week 
—Sunday—is the day on which we should assemble and offer up our 
sacraments before Him and pay our vows to the Most High. “And on 
this day thou shalt do no other thing, only let thy food be prepared in 
singleness of heart, that thy feasting may be perfect, or, in other words, 
that thy joy may be full.” He has told us that if we will keep this day 
and make it holy unto Him, and also observe the other commandments 
which He has given unto us, the good things of the earth shall be ours, as 
well as the blessings of heaven. Let us remember this, my brethren and 
sisters, and always observe the Sabbath day to keep it holy; and as God 
has set apart this first day of the week for the Latter-day Saints to 
observe as a sabbath, let us observe it in the spirit of it, and we shall 
receive the blessing which pertains to the observance of that day; for all 
the blessings of God are predicated upon certain laws, and he who keeps 
the law receives the blessing, and he who breaks the law receives not the 
blessing, but is liable to the penalty which attaches to every law that God 
gives. We do not, howeyer, wish to observe the Sabbath after the purit- 
anical order. God does not desire to bring us into bondage. He has not 
told us that we may not smile on the Sabbath day, nor even laugh, if 
there is something to laugh at. It is proper to sing, if we sing proper 
songs. If there are any songs that might not be termed spiritual exactly, 
if they are pure and contain good sentiment, and are enlightening to 
the mind and enlivening to the heart, they are all right. There is a time 
and place for everything. In our meetings of worship we should join in 
the hymn, in the psalm, and in the spiritual song, as well as in the prayer 
and partake of the sacrament, and rejoice before the Lord. And we 
should not do this with a mournful countenance, but with a joyful heart 
and a glad countenance; for God delights in this. This idea of mourning 
and sorrow, and a long face, as a part of religion, is all wrong. It never 
was a part of the religion of Jesus Christ, but is an invention of man. 

In connection with the idea that came to my mind when I arose to 
speak to you, that the letter killeth and the spirit giveth life, I will read to 
you a passage of Scripture from the second epistle of Paul to Timothy, 
3rd chapter, 15-17 verses: 

“And that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unww salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness ; 

“That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 


good works.” 
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I read this to you this afternoon because my mind was turned to a topic 
of public discussion in the day in which we live, and one which has caused 
the expulsion of some eminent preachers, of various denominations, from 
the societies to which they belonged. The idea embodied in the creeds of 
various orthodox denominations is that the Bible, containing the Old and 
New Testament, as translated in the time of King James, contains the 
very word of God; that all the books in the Bible are inspired books, that 
all the chapters in each of those books are inspired chapters; that all the 
verses are inspired, and that all the words are inspired, and some go as 
far as to say that every letter is inspired. That is the old idea that is 
contained in a number of the creeds, as they now exist, in written form. 
This idea is still entertained—that is, it is said to be entertained, and I 
suppose we must give credit for sincerity to those who utter it, although 
it is hard to believe—by a great many men who are learned, eloquent, 
trained in the understanding of the Scriptures after the manner of men, 
and educated to deliver their ideas to the public, and they wield a great 
influence in what is called Christendom. They say they believe that this 
book, and all the verses in it, and all the expressions in those verses, are 
inspired of God—the very words of God Almighty. When pressed to a 
very close point on this, some of them will admit, however, that what we 
have is simply a human translation of the words that men wrote when 
they were inspired of God. They go back to the idea that the original 
Scriptures were inspired; that those things that were written by the 
prophets, the translation of which we have in this book, were the very 
words of God, the same as though God had spoken them Himself to the 
people, and that they have been handed down to us and translated for our 
benefit into the English language. But these gentlemen I have been 
speaking about, some of whom have been excommunicated from their 
churches, and others stand in a state of suspension, say they do not 
believe that the Bible is literally the word of God. They do believe that 
holy men of old were inspired; they do believe that some of their words 
have been handed down to us in their original purity; but they believe 
that those men were but men, and that they wrote to the best of their 
ability, although they were assisted by the gift and power of the Holy. 
Ghost. They think, too, that a great many interpolations .have been 
made, and that a great many things have been omitted from the ancient 
books. They think that some books were not altogether written by in- 
spiration, but men wrote them according to the best knowledge and 
understanding that they had. And while they endeavor to cling as closely 
as they can, in order to be as orthodox as possible, to the old ideas of the 
creeds, yet they show by their expressions that they discard that idea, or, 
as they say, they have grown out of it; their minds have expanded; they 
are not tied down by the rules, ceremonies and ordinances of their church, 
but they have been led to think for themselves, apart from their creeds, 
and they have formed more advanced ideas. 

Now, what do the Latter-day Saints hold in regard to the Scriptures? 
As far as the text that I have just read to you is concerned, they under- 
stand it as it is written. The Apostle Paul, writing to Timothy, said that | 
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“From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
That is taken as evidence by some of our learned Christian friends that 
this Bible is inspired, because it goes on to say “All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable, etc.” But let us look into this text a 
little. When Timothy was a child, what scriptures did he have? He 
certainly did not have the New Testament—it was not written. He 
certainly did not have this book that is called the Bible, for it was not 
compiled; in fact, the Bible was not compiled until centuries after 
Timothy was dead. Therefore, he could not have had the Bible in its 
present form, and the scripture with which he was acquainted when a 
child was not that which is now called the Holy Scriptures. What did he 
have? Why, Timothy, with the rest of the people who believed in the 
Old Testament Scriptures among the Jews, had the law and the writings 
of the prophets. They had some books that we do not have. We can 
read about them in those that we do have. He certainly did not have 
the New Testament. He did not have the four gospels, as they are 
called, nor the epistles that the Apostles wrote to the churches. He had 
the letter, after he got to be a man, that Paul wrote to him; but when he 
was a child he did not have any of the New Testament, and he may not 
have had some of the books that we call the Old Testament. 

The saying of the Apostle Paul to Timothy, then, has no particular 
bearing upon the question of the authenticity of the scriptures as we 
have them, nor as to the value of the scriptures as an unerring guide. It 
is written here, “All scripture ts given by inspiration of God.” But you 
will find the word “is” in italics. What does that signify? It signifies 
that the translators, when translating the New Testament, interjected 
that word to make sense, as they understood it. It is not claimed that 
the men who translated the Old and New Testaments, in the time of King 
James, were inspired of God. They were learned men, experienced men, 
edacated men, and no doubt they did the best they could, and gave to the 
work committed to them the benefit of their erudition, their experience, 
and their research. But sometimes they found passages that would not 
make exact sense as they read them in the original, and therefore they 
interpolated some words, which are placed in italics in this translation. 
Suppose we read this passage without that little word: “All scripture 
given by inspiration of God is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Don’t you think that would 
make a good deal better sense? It seems to me that it would. And let 
me here say, from what we have learned by direct revelation from God to 
the people in these days, that is the correct rendering. That is the spirit 
of it, and the understanding that we should have is that all scripture 
which is given by inspiration of God is profitable. When you say that 
all scripture is given by inspiration of God, you say something that is not 
true; for scripture means anything that is written, and there are a great 
many things written that are not written by inspiration of God. But all 
scripture, that is given by inspiration of God, is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, no matter 
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when it is given, or by whom it is given, so long as it.comes from God 
through the channel that He has appointed. When God reveals anything 
to mankind, and it is written, that is Holy Scripture, and it is profit- 
able, more particularly to those to whom it is specially given. There are 
many things contained in the Bible, which were specially written for the 
people who lived at the time they were given. They are profitable to us, 
although we live under different circumstances and conditions, that we 
may read what God gave to people in former times, and also that, so far 
as they are adapted to us, we may apply them in our lives and profit by 
them. But, after all, we are more particularly interested in that which 
God has for us, and our minds should be directed to the Lord to obtain 
that which is for our guidance, for our profit, for our edification. It is 
well to have these things that God revealed in ancient times, and if any- 
thing therein is applicable to all people, in all generations, among all 
races, and under all circumstances, why, then they are very valuable to us. 
And so this Bible has been handed down to us in these times, and it is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction jn 


righteousness. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. 


DISCOVERING A PREHISTORIC CITY. 


A San Dreao, California, U.S.A., dispatch of July 25, which appeared in 
the American newspapers, gave a brief account of the discovery, made by 
prospectors in the Colorado desert, California, of the ruins of a prehistoric 
city. The telegram further stated that a party, which started out from 
San Diego to explore these ruins, had been driven back by a furious sand- 
storm, but would make another effort to reach the place. The Deseret 
News gives the following further particulars: | 

The first discovery was made by treasure-hunters from Arizona. Three 
weeks ago a party of prospectors, consisting of Hank Ferguson, Theodore 
Price, Gus Atherton and John Cline, left Yuma in search of the mysterious 
Pegleg mine. They took a new direction, after leaving the Colorado river 
bottom, and bent their course slightly to the northwest, toward the 
Cocopah mountains, in the hope that, as the fabled mine was not to be 
found on the most direct route across the desert, it might reveal itself i in 
some out-of-the-way place toward the bleak and uninviting peaks of the 
Cocopah. 

The men prospected along the unbeaten trails, but without success. 
They came into a region where the rocky hills gave good indications of 
being gold bearing. One particular spot, some little distance from where 
the party camped, showed what the men supposed were dikes of granite, 
extending in a peculiar manner above the surface. 

Hank Ferguson, and some of the others, went over to have a closer look 
and were amazed to come upon the ruins of what appeared to have been 
a great stone building, or a series of buildings. The objects they had seen 
from camp were granite pillars, of remarkably quaint design, that seem to 
have been the entrance to the structure. Ferguson and his associates 
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began a further inspection of their queer find, which, from their accounts, 
will undoubtedly prove to be the most important archeological discovery 
that has come to the notice of scientists for years. 

The walls of the once great building had been taken down, or, perhaps, 
had been shaken to the ground by the tremendous earthquakes that even 
to this day visit the desert region, terrifying the Indians and reviving the 
mud volcanoes. 

A rough approximation of the extent of the ruins showed them to be 
about 420 feet long by 260 feet wide. The north and east walls, or what 
little remained of them, were exposed to view, as well as a portion of the 
south wal]. The pillars already mentioned were upon the north side, and 
were curiously formed to represent rattlesnakes. They were slightly 
curved, the bottom or tail ends were made to resemble the rattles, and 
upon their heads rested immense slabs of granite, weighing tons. In all 
forty-eight pillars, some fairly well preserved, were found, and all were 
beautifully proportioned. At their tops, above the snakes’ heads, was 
frieze ornamentation, resembling Egyptian sculpture, and exhibiting far 
more skill in its workmanship than is possessed by the Indians of the 
present day. The inclosure between the walls was filled with debris, and 
no satisfactory examination of the interior could be made. However, 
fragments of pottery were found near the surface, which, with a piece of 
the stone upon which was a small portion of the ornamentation, were 
carried away by the prospectors. 

_ Ferguson says that he could see no cement or similar material that had 
been used in the construction of the building, big slabs of granite having 
apparently been laid one upon another. All around the exposed parts 
the same class of ornamentation was found that was upon the pillars. In 
one place, at the foot of the stone pillars, stone steps were found hewn out 
of granite. The number of steps, on account of the earth and debris, 
could not be ascertained. 

Ferguson and his associates were naturaily much excited over the dis- 

coveries, and gave no further thought to prospecting for minerals. After 
resting and taking particular note of the locality, two of the party started 
to return to Yuma, and Ferguson and his companion headed toward San 
Diego. They arrived there over a week ago, dirt-begrimed and with the 
appearance of having had a hard trip. The wonderful discovery they had 
made was kept a secret between them for several days, there being an 
agreement to that effect among the party. 
_ Ferguson proposed to find some man of capital, who would make an 
examination of the ruins. He thought the discovery would prove profit- 
able. He broached the matter to H. C. Gordon, of San Diego, told the 
story of the great find, and exhibited pottery and fragments of the granite, 
with its wonderful carving. The story seemed “fishy” to Gordon, and he 
was slow to become interested. Ferguson’s evident sincerity, however, and 
his continued enthusiasm over the matter, at last convinced Gordon that 
there was something in the man’s story, and he promised to try and find 
someone to go to the ruins. 

Gordon told John H. Gay, Jr., one of the wealthiest men in San Diego, 
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of the reported discovery, and the latter evinced a deep interest in it. 
Without further delay Gordon and Gay arranged for a trip to the place. 
They sent teams ahead to Stonewall, and, with Ferguson and his companion, 
they took the Cuyamaca train to Lakeside, northeast of San Diego, in the 
middle of July. 

On a Saturday morning the party, six in number, started down Carrisso 
creek and camped that night at Carrisso ranch. The stream near which they 
camped led from a mud volcano near by, and small, and apparently eyeless, 
fish were caught, in large numbers, in the stream. They had no fishing 
tackle and simply used a barley sack, scooping the fish up by the dozens. 

The following day the party reached the base of the Laguna mountains. 
Monday morning, July 17, all the water that could be possibly taken along 
was secured, and, after sending two Indian runners ahead to look for water 
holes, the party again started. 

They had proceeded a number of miles on the desert when they were 
overtaken by a sandstorm, and were compelled to stop. The storm raged 
for hours with no signs of abating, and the heat was intense. The water 
supply was greatly reduced, and, rather than brave further dangers, the 
men resolved to return and await a more favorable season to make the 
exploration. The teams were left at Julian in charge of Ferguson, while 
the others came on, arriving at San Diego on the evening of Saturday, 
July 22. 

Gay and Gordon have lost none of their interest in the exploration, and 
Ferguson is exceedingly anxious to have the place revisited. The men are 
arranging to start out again in a few days, prepared to make the trip 
through if no unforseen difficulty prevents. In the meantime the general 
interest is increasing, and other parties will probably head for the same 
direction, eager to give to the world the first detailed description of the 
new discovery. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Four extensive timber yards in Canada dock, Liverpool, were destroyed on August 5, 
by fire, causing a loss of £100,000. 
Nine men were killed and seventeen injured by the explosion of a grenade on board the 


German ironclad Baden, at Kiel, August 4. Two bodies were blown overboard and were 
not recovered. 


The town of Birscha, near Wilna, has been the scene of a terrific fire, which is believed 
to have been caused by lightning. One hundred and eighty houses and several public 
buildings were destroyed, and seven lives lost. 


On August 4, a serious disaster occurred near Portsmouth. H. M.S. Endymion, first 
class twin screw cruiser, 7,350 tons, which has been undergoing her steam trials prepara- 
tory to being commissioned, was running the measured mile in Stokes Bay and was pro- 
ceeding eastward. A dredger from Southampton was on the same course, and in order 
to give the Endymion a wider berth she put over her helm. Unfortunately, however, 
this was put the wrong way and the dredger was brought on to the bows of the warship, 
and being caught by the Endymion’s ram was cut in two, and at once sank. Beats were 
immediately lowered from the Endymion, and three men were rescued, but one of the 
dredger’s crew was drowned. The Endymion returned into Portsmouth having sustained 
only trifling damage. 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 21, 1893. 


“MODERN MIRACLES.” 


In a recent number of the Popular Science Monthly the writer, discussing 
modern miracles, says: “If, as it has often been stated, the age of miracles 
in the history of religions is past, it is certain that the age of marvels in 
the evolution of science is just beginning.” The article then describes, as 
an illustration, a performance by oriental fakirs at the Paris exposition in 
1889, which to the present day remains a mystery to the scientific world. 
In this instance the fakir ate live coals, licked red hot coal shovels, stood 
on red hot irons and permitted a venomous snake to bite him—all without 
apparent injury. There was no juggling in this, no trick ; but all these 
things were actually performed. The world of science cannot fathom the 
mystery. It is unexplainable by scientists. Will they admit that all this 
exhibition was a miracle? No; certainly not. The Jearned philosophers 
are inclined to skepticism. While in this instance they are forced to admit 
defeat, that their wisdom has been set at naught, they will not be found 
advocating anything supernatural in this connection. While they cannot 
explain it, they are satisfied that natural causes alone produced these 
wonderful feats; in fact, their skepticism prompts them to this belief, and 
forms an incentive to a most diligent research for a discovery of the laws 
of nature governing these weird performances—a knowledge which these 
oriental fakirs alone seem to possess. In this belief they are certainly 
correct. 

The Christian world, also, will deny that these things are the results of 
supernatural power; to them all communication with heaven has ceased ; 
miracles, they emphatically assert, were done away with when reveletisnn 
ceased. In this they are both right and wrong. Right so far as denying 
any supernatural power; wrong in their assertion that “the age of 
miracles in the history of religions-js past.” 

The Savior in his last words, as recorded by the evangelist Mark, sent 
forth His Apostles to preach faith and baptism, and told them that “these 
signs shall follow them that believe. In my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” This was the promise of a 
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holy being, resurrected from the dead, and who, when He had ceased 
speaking, was taken up into heaven. 

That the signs did follow those who believed is amply proven by the 
history of the early church, as given directly in the Acts of the Apostles, 
and incidentally spoken of, at various times, in the epistle to the former 
saints. If the Gospel, with all these blessings,—a Gospel of which Paul 
said, “though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel let 
him be accursed ”—was retained on the earth from that time until now, then 
these signs should follow the believers. If they followed believers, then 
there must be miracles performed; for man, in his own wisdom, has not 
yet been able to explain, by natural causes, the power by which these 
signs, or miracles, were performed. Either the age of miracles in the 
history of religions is not past, or else the Gospel, preached by the 
Apostles, does not exist on the earth. Which is it? 

It is not intended for a moment to compare the mysterious perform- 
ances of these fakirs, who distort their faces, mutilate their bodies and 
work themselves up to a foaming frenzy, with the signs spoken of by the 
Savior, and which He gave to the people in many instances while living 
and toiling for our redemption. But this is quoted to show that things 
can be performed by human beings which appear as miracles to the ig- 
norant. “The ignorant,” in this case, includes all but the fakirs and their 
accomplices, because no solution of the mystery can be given, unless the 
fakirs deign to divulge it. They work on natural laws, but their exhibitions 
are really miracles, because we understand not the laws which govern 
them. So with the miracles of religious history. Christ, in performing 
miracles, did not antagonize any natural laws. He strictly complied with 
nature’s laws, as taught Him by God, the Father. Because we understand 
not those laws we style them miracles. 

Had the powers of steam, the telegraph, the phonograph, the telephone 
and other inventions, been exhibited to us, by the inventors, before we 
had heard the slightest rumor of their existence, we would probably have 
called them miracles. But when these mysteries have been explained to 
us they have ceased to be miracles; they have ceased to present the 
weirdness and supernatural qualities with which we at first invested them. 
What then? In the line of progress we have only taken another step. 
We have grasped another leaf from the tree of mystery and imbued into 
it temporal life. We have invaded the supernatural regions, thrown a 
glimmer of light on the former darkness, added another page to the 
history of science. | 

With the Spirit of God, obtained through obedience to the principles of 
His holy Gospel, who shall say that we cannot penetrate the mysteries 
surrounding the miracles of biblical history; that we shall not be per- 
mitted a knowledge of the laws of nature by which Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abed-nego were preserved in the fiery furnace; by which the Red Sea 
parted and permitted the children of Israel to pass through dry shod ; 
by which the rock yielded forth water for the thirsty hosts, when Moses 
smote it with his rod; by which Moses performed miracles before Pharoah, 
some of which were emulated by the Egyptian magicians; by which manna 
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fell from heaven; by which Daniel escaped the ferociousness of the lions; 
by which the Savior and the Apostles healed the sick ; by which the Savior 
walked upon the water, fed the multitudes, made water into wine, and 
cast out devils; by which prophets foretold future events; by which, even 
in this day, miraculous preservations of God’s chosen people have been 
made manifest? Then, when we have grasped the keys, the laws of nature 
governing the occurrence of these, to us, at present, supernatural events, 
what would these mysteries become to us? In the parlance of men, tem- 
poral; occurrences brought about by a judicious use of scienve. 

That is the true answer. What science can give us this power? The 
science of theology, a science which will offer food for study, not only in 
this world, but throughout eternity; a science which holds the key to all 
knowledge; the key of the creation and governing of all worlds, yea, of 
life itself, even of the germ of life, which is at present the greatest mystery, 
one of which our earthly science can give no explanation. 

What is our science in all of its present and multitudinous ramifications? 
No more than a slight peep into the worlds beyond, a mere fraction of the 
all-governing science, that fraction which God has from time to time per- 
mitted men to grasp. Men who have first grasped these truths we call 
discoverers, inventors and geniuses. 

Before we acquired this knowledge, much of what is now temporal to 
us, was spiritual. Every bit of knowledge, every new law of nature 
discovered, is but converting that which we call spiritual into what is 
known as temporal; that is, that which we can comprehend. What shall 
we say then? Is everything that exists in heaven and earth spiritual? or — 
is it all temporal, though we, having only gained a superficial knowledge, 
call that which we cannot understand, spiritual ? 

In answer to these questions may be quoted the words of the Lord to the 
prophet Joseph Smith: “ For by the power of my Spirit created I them; 
yea, all things both spiritual and temporal: Firstly, spiritual—secondly 
temporal, which is the beginning of my work; and again, firstly, temporal 
—and secondly, spiritual, which is the last of my work: Speaking unto 
you that you may naturally understand, but unto myself my works have 
no end, neither beginning; but it is given unto you that ye may under- 
stand, because ye have asked it of me and are agreed. Wherefore, verily 
I say unto you, that all things unto me are spiritual, and not at any time 
have I given unto you a law which was temporal; neither any man, nor 
the children of men; neither Adam, your father, whom I created. Behold, 
I gave unto him that he should be an agent unto himself ; and I gave unto 
him commandment, but no temporal commandment gave I unto him, for 
my commandments are spiritual; they are not natural nor temporal, 
neither carnal nor sensual.” 

These words are very plain. Nothing is temporal to the Lord. All is 
spiritual. He uses the words temporal and spiritual in order that we 
might understand ; for we, not having all knowledge, have drawn a line 
between that which we understand and that which is incomprehensible to 
us, and have named the two: temporal and spiritual. Therefore, the know- 
ledge possessed by the children of men governs the height at which that 
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line is drawn. As we increase in wisdom we will decrease the sphere of 
spiritual things, were it not that, as we gain greater knowledge, we per- 
ceive greater mysteries beyond. 

Now we come back to the point which commenced this article. If all 
miracles are governed by a knowledge of natural laws, why should the 
age of miracles in religion be past? This could be answered thus: Be- 
cause those possessing the great knowledge of how to apply the principle 
of power—faith—have been taken from the earth. This, however, will 
strike a fierce blow at modern Christianity. Again: Could not the Lord, 
through His Spirit, impart such knowledge to His chosen ones on earth ? 
Or, even still nearer: Could He not, Himself, cause these laws of nature to 
work what we would consider miracles, if one of His obedient children, in 
full faith of the promises “ask and it shall be given” and “these signs 
shall follow them that believe,” should perform the ordinances of the 
Gospel prescribed, in this regard, by our Father in Heaven? To both of 
these questions an affirmative answer must-be given if we believe in an 
all-powerful God. Then, why should the preachers of modern Christianity 
blind their followers to the truth? Why not say truthfully, “the age of 
miracles is not past, but we have not the true Gospel; therefore we cannot 
promise you in the name of the Lord that these signs shall follow your 
belief.” Such a statement would at least be sincere; but they make it 
not, for, like Demetrius, the silversmith of Ephesus, they are afraid of 
endangering their craft—preaching for hire. J. V. B. 


Mr. 8. J. KLEINHAENDLER has a scheme to develop Jewish agricultural 
colonies in Utah territory. He says he represents a syndicate which 
wishes to colonize 200,000 acres of land divided up into small farms. He 
claims to have induced 2,500 co-religionists in Bessarabia and Roumania 
to come hither under his auspices, but the steamship companies refused 
to handle such a large number because of the stringent emigration rules 
now in force here, and because of the possibility that some may be turned 
back at their expense ; they would undertake the contract, however, pro- 
vided this government would give a permit in advance for their entry. 
But neither Secretary of the Treasury Carlisle nor Superintendent of 
Immigration Stump would receive any unless they were subjected to all 
the requirements of inspection provided by law. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


THe Newcastle Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, was held July 23, 1893, at Miners’ Hall, Hebburn Colliery-on-Tyne. 
There were present: Elder A. H. Lund, President of the European Mission ; 
J. W. Chambers, president of, and A. H. Moyes, Alf. Smurthwaite, Parley 
P. Parish, John W. Crook, Geo. W. Hislop, Charles F. Longson, Traveling 
Elders in the Newcastle Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. These meetings 
were occupied by the Elders who dwelt on the goodness of God in the past, 
the principles of the Gospel restored to earth, the liberty-giving Gospel, 
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which condemns no living being except for his sins, and the persecutions 
that must be endured by those who spread the truth. They bore faithful 
testimonies to the truth of the Gospel and the blessings of God. They 
exhorted the Saints to diligence in keeping the commandments of God 
and purifying themselves that the Holy Spirit might find an acceptable 
dwelling place. | 

The progress of the work in this conference for the past six months was 
reported as follows: Indoor meetings held, 257; open air meetings, 33; 
tracts distributed, 23,927; books sold, 101; books given away, 49; Gospel 
conversations, 742; baptisms, 17; confirmations, 17; children blessed, 6; 
excommunicated, 1; died, 2; emigrated, over eight years of age, 12; under 
eight years, 4; seventies, 8; elders, 22; priests, 11; teachers, 6; deacons, 5; 
members, 212; total membership 256, 

The general authorities of the church, and of the European Mission and 
the Newoastle Conference were presented and unanimously sustained. 

A priesthood meeting was held on Monday, July 24, at which the Elders 
reported their labors. Onarixs F, Lonason, Clerk. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Tue following letter from Elder H. 8. Lewis, laboring as a missionary in 
Oklahoma Territory, U.S.A., will prove of great interest: 

“You will remember the cyclone which passed over this country some 
time ago. Here we call them ‘Oklahoma twisters. It is beyond our 
power to describe the awful scene; cyclones were not known here until 
this spring. Some three months ago Elder H. M. Rawlin and I passed 
through that settlement which was afterwards devastated. We made 
application for entertainment nine different times, and each time were 
turned away. It was raining and very muddy; we walked on nine miles 
and secured shelter for the night. In the neighborhood where we were 
refused entertainment the people were well to do, owned large houses 
and barns, with comfortable surroundings, but could not keep the Mor- 
mons. My present companion and I visited that place a short time 
since, and found a very different state of things. We did not ask again 
for entertainment, for there was none to be given, no door to be closed 
against us, for they were all destroyed, or blown away; no people to refuse 
us shelter, for they were missing. It made our hearts sick to view this 
terrible wreck. I called Brother Lowe's attention to the place where a 
large house had stood, the inmates of which were now in the spirit world. 
Allowing our imagination to enter into the awful situation, we could 
almost imagine that we heard the groans of the wounded and dying. A 
glance at where once had been a prosperous town of over forty habita- 
tions showed now buta pile of ruins—everything blown and torn to pieces, 
wagon hubs, spokeless; tires, felloeless; boxes in splinters, trees laid low, 
the bark and leaves gone, fences broken up, the wire tangled in the 
trees, and of what had once been the homes of human beings now scarcely 
anything was left but the excavations. Oh, what a sight to behold! The 
cyclone came in the night, attended by a fierce rain and hail storm. 
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Imagine the sufferings of those people, their shelter torn from them, left 
exposed and bleeding in the merciless storm! We were only twelve miles 
from the scené, and two weeks later visited the place. I never want to 
see such a sight again. Among the most important event of my exploits 
in this new field has been to gain permission to preach to the Osages the 
first Mormon discourse in this territory, and last, but not least, I shall lead 
the first converts into the waters of baptism. When we were ready to go 
to the water, we were informed that a mob of about fifteen men intended 
to drive us out of the country that night. Our converts thought we had 
better put off the baptisms, but we did not. After confirming the news 
we went to the post office. The ‘spyer’ must have thought we were going 
to leave, for three men came and made enquiry as to our whereabouts. 
One of our number, who had just been baptized, talked with such power 
to the leader of the mob that he shed tears, and retraced his steps and 
disbanded the mob, While all this was going on we were being pleasantly 
entertained with organ music at the postoffive house. They told the 
people there would be a debate in the schoolhouse that evening, at the 
same time requesting ladies and children to remain home, They thought 
to trap us, but failed. God is blessing the efforts of our labors, Our 
health is good.” 

Elders H, L. Hunter, of Idaho, and R. G. Williams, of Utah, writing | 
from Overton county, Tennessee, to the Deseret News, give a brief outline 
of their labors, which we reproduce: 

“By Sunday, June 25, we reached the Cumberland plateau. We held 
two meetings with good attendance and kind attention. After meeting 
we received some opposition, and had some questions asked which we 
answered with pleasure. We found some people very desirous of knowing 
the truth. Some ten miles from there we found the neighborhood quite 
anxious for us to preach first in their new house, which we did. We were 
threatened very seriously by a party whase brother and family had 
recently embraced the Gospel, but after we met and talked to him a short 
time, his appearance gave us the assurance that he felt ashamed of his 
proceedings and talk. We secured many warm friends, and some who are 
earnestly investigating. A portion of the people became so enraged and 
uneasy, owing to our success and strange doctrine, as some term it, that 
we were counseled to leave for a short time, which we did. Ministers are 
becoming uneasy and arousing people with protracted meetings, fearing 
they may lose ground. Their fears are well founded. Our experience 
has been ‘that whereever the evil one makes an extra exertion to over- 
throw the work or concoct plans against the spread of truth, we gain 
ground, Thus the work of the Lord is progressing nicely here at the 
present time, and the prospects seem more favorable than heretofore, 
although protracted meetings and hot weather are against us during the 
months of July and August.” 

In a letter to his father, Elder William George Patrick, of Salt Lake 
City, who is now laboring as a missionary in Clarendon county, South 
Carolina, U.S.A., with headquarters at Foreston, writes : 

“Two of our Elders, named Done and Carter, have been whipped by a 
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mob in the adjoining county. The mob was headed by two Methodists, 
and one Baptist preacher. They took the Eiders out of a friend’s house 
at 4 o'clock in the afternoon and marched them to a dark place in the 
backwoods and kept them all night. In the morning they robbed them 
of all the money they had, which was only fifty cents, tore up all their 
books and licenses, and then made them lie down over a log and gave 
thein twenty-two lashes apiece with harness tugs. They then took them 
to the train and started them to Utah. The Elders went to Columbia, the 
capital of the state, and from there they walked down to Foreston. They 
are not hurt much, and are both feeling well in spirits. All the rest of the 
Elders are well and getting along fine. This is the time of the Baptist 
and Methodist revival meetings, and the ministers get the people worked 
up toa great state of excitement. None of the other Elders have been 
molested.” 

From a letter to President C. L. Carlquist by A. M. Israelson, President 
of the Norway Conference, some interesting notes are gleaned. Brother 
Israelson has recently returned from a trip around the coast of Norway 
and to Tromso, Nordland. He found most of the branches in a spiritually 
good condition, though the Saints in their poverty were unable to aid the 
missionaries to any great extent in the prosecution of their labors. He 
writes that large gatherings met him in all the branches, and a most 
excellent spirit prevailed. The Elders are feeling well, and are diligently 
striving to perform their duty, the only discouragement being the lack of 
financial support, they having to individually defray the expenses incurred 
in hiring halls, traveling, board, etc. 


DEATH OF SISTER ANGELL. 


At 7 o'clock on the morning of July 18, 1893, Sister Susan E. Angell, 
widow of the late Truman O. Angell, church architect for the Salt Lake 
Temple, died at the residence of her daughter, Mrs. Serge Balliff, in Logan. 
She was a resident of Salt Lake City, but was on a visit to her daughter 
at Logan. The cause of her demise was dropsy of the heart. Her funeral 
was held July 21. 

Sister Angell had an interesting history, and in her life experienced 
many severe trials for the Gospel’s sake. She was a native of Skowhegan, 
Maine, and was sixty-eight years of age on the first of last January. 
When about eighteen years old she heard the Gospel and received it. Her 
family were very much averse to the position she had taken, and, as a 
consequence, she had to leave home. She had been reared in comparative 
affluence, and given such advantages of education as the time afforded, so, 
when she left home and had to engage as a factory girl in Lowell, the 
experience in that portion was very severe. She saved up money enough 
to take passage in the ship Brooklyn, and was one of those who made the 
famous voyage on that vessel to California in 1846. She was in the Golden 
State at the time of the discovery of gold there. In 1849 she came to 
Utah, having traveled most of the way from California on foot. In 1851 
she became the wife of Elder T. O. Angell. She was a woman of most 
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excellent qualities and attainments. She leaves six living children, three 
sons and three daughters.— Deseret News. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Thatcher Bros., of Logan, have shipped thirty carloads of Utah flour to China. This 
is a great stroke of enterprise. 
Doris, the little eighteen-months-old daughter of Undertaker Charles Skewes, of Salt 
Lake City, while playing on the back porch of the family residence, fell over the railing 
and broke one of her arms above the elbow. 


The boarding house, bunk house and office at the Petro mine, Bingham, have been 
destroyed by fire. A quantity of provisions, and some of the personal effects of the men 
recently employed in the mine, were consumed. The loss is about $1200. 


A farmer named Foster met with a serious accident in Emigration Canyon, July 30. 
The cart in which he was riding was overturned. A shot gun which he carried with him 
was discharged, the shot almost tearing away the muscles and fleshy part of the right arm. 


William Johnson, of Avon, or old Paradise, was driving up the canyon on July 17, 
sitting on the running gears of his wagon. A large rock, in the middle of the road, was 
unnoticed by him until his feet and legs struck against it, with the brake bar pressing 
against them on the other side. The shock was terrific. Both bones of his left leg were 
broken just above the ankle joint, and one bone was broken about four inches farther up. 
The flesh was crushed toa pulp. The other ankle was badly strained and partly dislo- 
cated. 

Samuel M. Boyd, of Salt Lake City, nearly killed his wife one night, thinking her a 
burglar. She had gotten up in the middle of the night, aroused by some fire bells. Mr. 
Boyd was disturbed on her return, and, thinking a burglar was in the house, he procured a 
revolver. Seeing some one crossing the floor he cried out: ‘‘ Hold on there, you have 
gone far enough.” Mrs. Boyd, not knowing what was agitating her husband’s mind, con- 
tinued to advance, on which he fired. Her cry brought him to a realization of the truth, 
and he was beside her in an instant. The bullet passed through the fleshy part of the 
left arm, diagonally into the side and emerged near the shoulder blade. She will recover. 


Elder M. W. Merrill, in addressing the stake conference at Logan, made the following 
timely suggestions ,on the present business situation: ‘“‘I think we are coming to a 
condition where we will be willing to return to some of our former customs. Per- 
haps we have made advances that are considerable and good, but I think we have left 
behind some things that we ought to take along with us. President Young said, in an 
early day in Bear Lake, ‘Everyone of you can get rich. You are grasping after riches. 
You all want wealth, and I will tell you how to get it. Go to work and raise hops.’ 
Well, now that was a simple thing; but it is quite an important thing after all. You 
enter one of those stores and ask, ‘Have you any hops?’ ‘Oh, yes. They are pressed 
up nicely and come from the East.’ You buy them. We do not raise hops here to 
supply our demands. Very few people undertake to cultivate them here, for we are 
ignoring those that grow in our canyons and other places, and we are sending to the east 
for something not half so good. But they are imported, you know. We pass by our 
nurseries and send to Minnesota, or elsewhere, for fruit trees, passing our money out of 
our hands to be circulated among strangers. I reflect upon myself. A few years ago I 
sent east for a lot of apple trees. The time of the year in which I received them was in 
June. I have cared for them eight or ten years, and I have not got one apple from 
them. I have begun to think they are ornamental trees. I happened to get in the 
same year a few trees from Brother Jacobs, here in Logan, and they came in bearing the 
third year, and have been bearing ever since, while those I got from the east have borne 
no fruit yet. Also some shubbery was imported that was not half as good as that found 


in the canyon.” 


